
 



 



Gospel Reflection by Greg Sunter, LiturgyHelp 

 

The Passion narrative, as described in the gospel of Matthew, is keen to drive home two particular points. 

Firstly, throughout this gospel, the gospel writer is at pains to demonstrate Jesus as fulfilling the prophecy of 

scripture. At the time of the arrest and the use of the thirty pieces of silver, we are reminded that these things 

took place to fulfil scripture. Secondly, this particular gospel emphasises the innocence of Jesus throughout 

the passion narrative: he is ‘sold out’ by one of his followers; his trial before the Sanhedrin is a farce; his 

most loyal follower denies association with him; Pilate declares himself innocent of Jesus’ blood and the 

crowd accepts the consequences of their actions. At no point is any hint of guilt cast over Jesus. He is an 

innocent whose fate has been manipulated by others. In this gospel there is no conversation between Jesus 

and the criminals between whom he is crucified. There is no suggestion that Jesus too is a criminal who is 

deserving of his fate. His innocence is manifest. 

 

These two themes merge together in this gospel. The manner of Jesus’ arrest, trial and death are all in 

accordance with the prophecy of scripture (i.e. in accordance with God’s will), and yet it is emphasised 

throughout that Jesus is innocent. There can be no accusation that Jesus is in any way deserving of his 

treatment and yet what befalls him is in keeping with God’s plan. It emphasises the sacrificial act made by 

Jesus: a proven innocent giving his life for the good of others. The actions of those who plot against Jesus to 

seek his downfall actually serve to bring about his purpose. No other outcome was possible. The writer 

assures the audience that the death of Jesus was no accident; it was intended from the very beginning. 

 

Scriptural context – Passion narratives 

 

Towards the end of the 19th Century, the German scholar, Martin Kähler, described the gospels as ‘passion 

narratives with lengthy introductions’. Over time, this description was more commonly applied to the gospel 

of Mark, but it is quite true of all four gospels. The passion elements are the climax of each gospel narrative 

and were probably written first to establish the unique interpretation of each of the gospel communities. The 

remainder of the gospel was written to ‘set the scene’ for the culmination of the message in the passion. 

Reading the four accounts of the passion reveal the unique styles and themes of the different gospel writers. 

 

Different View – The Blame Game 

 

This Passion narrative has been used in the past as justification for persecution of Jews. The text has the 

people of Jerusalem calling out, ‘his blood be on us and on our children!’ This has been interpreted (poorly) 

as reason to condemn all subsequent generations of Jews for the death of Jesus. However, this gospel was 

written in the aftermath of the fall of Jerusalem and destruction of the Temple in 70 CE. The gospel writer 

sought some explanation for this disaster in the story of Jesus’ life and death: it is the children of the crowd 

at Jesus’ death who suffered in the fall of Jerusalem. 

 

Gospel Focus – Uniquely Matthew 

The passion narrative in the gospel of Matthew follows the gospel of Mark very closely. However, unlike in 

other sections of the gospel the Matthew writer has not just inserted sections from the Mark account. Rather, 

the material is reworked and given a unique Matthean ‘flavour’. In addition, the Matthew account includes 

five events that are not found in the Mark account: Judas hanging himself (27:3-10); Pilate's wife's dream 

(27:19); Pilate's washing his hands (27:24-25); extraordinary events at the time of Jesus' death (27:51b-53); 

sealing and guarding the tomb (28:62-66). 

 

 

 

 



Reflection by Dianne Bergant CSA, LiturgyHelp 

 

As we prepare to enter the sacred time of Holy Week, we look again at the significance of Christ in our 

lives. Though he was really in the form of God, Jesus came in the form of a slave. We have a saviour who 

was crushed for our iniquities, nailed to a cross as a convicted felon, and there endured the sense of 

abandonment. We have a saviour who was finally lifted up and exalted precisely because he emptied himself 

of his divine privileges. Unlike conquerors who triumph by putting down their opponents, Jesus was raised 

up because he himself was first willing to be put down. We have a saviour who first offered himself for us 

and then continues to offer himself to us as an example to follow. As he was willing to empty himself for 

our sake, so we must to be willing to empty ourselves for the sake of others. 

 

The best way to enter Holy Week with Jesus is in the company of those with whom he has identified 

himself: the poor and the broken; the humiliated and the marginalised; those who suffer the abuse of others; 

those who never use rank to force their will. If we are to be saved, we must go where salvation takes place: 

in our streets and in our homes where violence rages; in the dark corners of life where despair holds sway; 

wherever the innocent are abused or the needy are neglected; wherever there is misunderstanding or fear or 

jealousy. We must go wherever Christ empties himself for our sake. 
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MASS AT HOME 

  

There are several options to tune into Mass at home, here are a few: 

  

❖ Diocese of Lismore Youtube Channel: 8am Sunday Mass from Lismore  

❖ Macleay Valley Catholic Parish: 9.30am Sunday Mass livestreamed and available for 

viewing anytime from www.facebook.com/macleayvalleycatholicparish 

❖ St Francis Xavier, Lavender Bay Mass on Demand comes to you every day from the Jesuit 

church of St Francis Xavier via the CathNews YouTube channel, view via this link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qei01-PBHwU 

❖ Daily Mass Archdiocese of Melbourne: https://melbournecatholic.org.au/Mass 

❖ The 1.00pm Mass is streamed live daily (Mon - Fri) from St Patrick’s Cathedral in 

Melbourne and is then available as a recording on demand until one hour prior to the 

next 1.00pm Mass. On Sundays, the 11.00am Mass is streamed and it is also available 

as a recording on demand. 

❖ Daily Mass Archdiocese of Canberra and Goulburn: 

https://www.catholicvoice.org.au/mass/ 

  

FREEVIEW TV:  

Tune in to channel 10 on Sunday mornings at 6:00am for ‘Mass for You at Home’. 

Tune in to Channel 7 on Good Friday and Easter Sunday for Liturgies broadcast from St Mary’s 

Cathedral Sydney. 

 

SOME OPTIONS FOR DAILY PRAYER 

  

We encourage you to read the Sunday readings, perhaps with your family and friends. Take 

some time to reflect on them and share your reflections with each other.If you don’t have 

access to a missal you can find the readings online here: https://www.dow.org.au/media-

resources/daily-mass-readings/ 

  

The Diocese of Lismore has a Youtube channel. This includes hours of video reflections from 

Bishop Greg on a range of topics. Sunday Mass is also livestreamed Sundays at 8am.  

  

The Australian Catholic Bishops Conference now have a dedicated portal of resources 

specifically for those homebound during the pandemic. These are listed in four categories: 

Masses Online; 

Sunday Readings and Liturgical Resources; Holy Week Resources; Prayers and Scripture. 

https://www.catholic.org.au/prayathome 

 

LiturgyHelp is a wonderful resource, which many dioceses, parishes and other church agencies 

subscribe to. It is currently offering free access to a range of prayer resources for personal and 

family prayer, with resources for all age groups. In particular, they hope that Catholics in social 

isolation around the world can gain a sense of prayerful solidarity with their local faith 

community and the whole Body of Christ. Head to their web page and sign up for free. 

https://liturgyhelp.com/aus/pray 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qei01-PBHwU


Bishop Robert Barron’s Word On Fire has many prayers, videos, reflections and other 

resources, including Daily Mass. 

The Irish Jesuits have a wonderful website of reflections and prayers based on the Daily Mass 

Readings: https://livingspace.sacredspace.ie/  

  

The Catholic Online website has a whole range of prayers, https://www.catholic.org/prayers/ 

These include the Rosary, Stations of the Cross, The Chaplet of Divine Mercy, Information about 

the Saints of the Day. 

  

Living Word – Daily Gospel reflections. Subscription available at 

https://cgcatholic.org.au/LivingWord/ or view daily at www.catholicvoice.org.au.  

  

MAKE A SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

  

An ancient practice of the Church for those who cannot be present at Mass is to make a 

spiritual communion. We have a simple prayer you can pray with longing in your heart to be 

united to Jesus: 

  

My Jesus, 

I believe that You 

are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. 

I love You above all things, 

and I desire to receive You into my soul. 

Since I cannot at this moment 

receive You sacramentally, 

come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if You were already there and unite 

myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated from You. 

Amen. 

  

 
 

 

 
 


